Bin Laden says he wasn't behind attacks

September 17, 2001 Posted: 11:21 AN EDT (1521 GMT)

DOHA, Qatar (CNN) -- Islamic
militant leader Osama bin Laden, the
man the United States considers the
prime suspect in last week's terrorist attacks on New York and
Washington, denied any role Sunday in the actions believed to have
killed thousands.
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The Taliban — the fundamentalist Islamic militia that seized power in
il A\ fohanistan in 1996 — denied his ties to terrorism and said they have taken
away all his means of communication with the outside world.

The repressive Taliban regime has recerved almost universal condemnation,
particularly for their harsh treatment of women. Only three countries,
including Pakistan, recognize them as the country's nghtful government.

A high-level Pakistani delegation was set to travel to Afghanistan on
Monday to urge Taliban supreme leader Mullah Mohammed Omar to hand
over bin Laden, CNN learned Sunday.

The Taliban, which controls more than 90 percent of the country, has
threatened any neighboring country that allows its so1l to be used to help the
United States stage an attack on Afghanistan.
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